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REMARKS 

This responds to the Office Action dated November 27, 2007. 

Claims 1, 24, 47, and 48 are amended, no claims are canceled, and no claims are added; 
as a result, claims 1-48 are now pending in this application. The amendments are fully supported 
by the instant specification (e.g., in Fig. 13- 23 and at page 21, paragraph 57 and page 44, 
paragraphs 144-146) as originally filed. No new matter are added by the entry of the 
amendments. 



§ 102 Rejection of the Claims 

Claims 1-48 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) for anticipation by Kari et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,154,745, hereinafter "Kari") 

Applicants respectfully submit that, in light of the amendments, a prima facie case of 
anticipation cannot be established based on Kari because Kari does not disclose every element of 
the applicants' claimed subject matter. "A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as 
set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art 
reference." 1 

The amended claim 1 recites, in pertinent part, "associating at least one confidence factor 
with the geographic location." The Office Action, at page 6, while discussing this claim feature, 
in rejecting claims 19 and 20, relies on disclosures of Kari in Fig. 8 and at col. 9, line 15- col. 
10, line 60 and col. 13, line 21- col. 14, line 54. Applicants respectfully disagree with the 
allegation. In fact, Kari, in Fig. 8, shows a query form filled in by the user; and in the first cited 
passage discusses the user profile of the users of the search services stored in the server 3 and the 
information included in a query message. The second cited passage describes the process of 
forming and processing the query message: 



1 Verdegaal Bros, v. Union Oil Co. of California . 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 
1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 
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". . . The query message can also be formulated manually by using button 
operations or the like of the search terminal 1. . . . Still another advantageous 
alternative is to utilize the possibilities offered by the Internet. A useful solution is 
thus that the connection server 3 has a predefined WWW page or form containing 
the information for forming a query message. ... At the stage when the user 
wants to make a query, the WWW page is loaded for example with an Internet 
browser and the questionnaire is filled in for the relevant parts. . . . Storing the 
questionnaire in the storing means of the search terminal 1 is advantageous 
particularly in situations in which different types of questionnaires are not needed. 
. . . Having filled in the questionnaire for the relevant parts, the user notifies the 
application program that the form is ready to be transmitted. ... At this stage 
when the query message is formed, it can be transmitted to the connection server 
3. The transmission can be conducted either automatically or by the user for 
example by pressing a predetermined button or by selecting an accepting button 
on the display . . . The processing of the query message in the connection server 3 
will be described below. ..." 2 

According to the above cited passage, a query message may be formulated manually or 
by using the possibilities offered by the Internet e.g. an internet browser. After the query 
message is formed it can be transmitted to connection server 3 for processing. However, the 
cited passages are silent regarding the claimed feature of confidence factor associated with a 
geographic location. As such, Kari does not disclose the feature of" 'associating at least one 
confidence factor with the geographic location" as recited by the amended claim 1. Thus, at 
least for the reasons set forth above, Kari fails to disclose every element of the amended claim 1. 
Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 1 and its dependent claims 2-4, and 6-23 are 
allowable and it is requested the claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) be reconsidered, in 
light of the amendment, and withdrawn. 

The same arguments as presented with respect to claim 1 are also applicable to a 
consideration of the amended claims 24, 47, and 48. As such, at least for the same reasons noted 
above with respect to claim 1, the amended claims 24, 47, and 48 and their respective dependent 
claims 25-27and 29-46 are allowable. Thus, Applicants respectfully request the claim rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) be reconsidered, in light of the amendments, and withdrawn. 



2 Kari, col. 13, lines 21- col. 14, line 54 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicants' attorney at 408-278-4042 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 
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